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THE OFERATIONS OF THE 37TH INFANTRY DIVISION
IN THE CROSSING OF THE PASIG RIVER
AND CLOSING TO THE WALLS OF INTRAMUROS, MANILA
7 -~ 9 FEDRUARY 1945
- (LUZON CAMPAIGN)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This moﬁograph covers the operations of the 37th
Infantry Division in the crossing of the PASIG RIVER and
cloging to the walls of INTRAMUROS, MANILA, LUZON CAMPAIGN
during the period 7 - 9 February 1945,

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary
to discuss briefly the major planning phases of various
levels of command leading to the actual execution of the
operation,

lMost of us recell the fall of the Philippines which
started with en intense air bombardment-by the Japarese on
8 December 1941. (1} This and subseqguent enemy gains in
the Philippines resulted in General MacArthur!s receiving
an order from the‘President of the United States to leave
Corregidor in order to establish and assume command of
General Headquarters in Australia. (2) This outstanding
leader departing with his small group via PT boat made the
now famous statement, "I shall return". (3)

In June 1944 General Headquarters Southwest Pacific
Area amnounced a very broad plaﬁ_designed to libérate the

Philippines just when the Sixth Army was about to gain

A-2, p. 32-33; A-7, p. 70 )
A-2, Dp. 63-68

(1)
(2)
(3) A-1, p. 62, 230; A-2, p. 172, 176



control of the northern coast of New Guinea. (4)

On 30 September 1944 Headquarters Sixth Army received
a staff study from GHQ of the plans for the LUZON CAMPAIGN,
On 12 October 1944 GHG announced that Sixth Army would be
the farce which wuld make the initial landings on the Is-
land of LUZON in the Philippine group. This directive came:
just in the middle of preparations for the movement to
LEVTE, (5) |
SILTH US ARMY PLAIS

Barly in November 1944, on order of GHQ, the Sixth Army
Commander submitted his plan, based on the concept previous-
ly set forth by the Commander-in-Chief of the SWPA area for
the Sixth Army participation in the LUZON CAMPATIG.

The features of this plan were divided into the three
following phases: Phase I - An amphibious operation to
gseize beachheads in the LINGAYEN-DAMORTIS area of LINGAYEN
GULF; Phese II - To atback and destroy all enemy forces
north of the AGNO RIVER and to seize and hold crossihgs
over the AGIO RIVER; Phase III ~ The destruction of hostile
forces in the Central Plain area and the continuation of
the attack to capture MANTLA, (6) (See Map A)

The major combat units assigned to the Sixth Army for

the LUZON CALPAIGHN were: (7)

Headquarters I Corps 37th Infantry Division
Headquarters XIV Corps 40th Infantry Division
(4£) A-3, p. 5
(5) A-O’ _Do 5
(7} A-4, p. 5; 4-3, p. &



6th Infantry Division 43d Imfantry Division
25th Infantry Division 11th Airborne Division
. 158th Infantry Regiment 13th Armored Group
TIT XTIV GORDS FLAN | B

The XIV Corps planned to land amphibiously two divisions
abreagt in the LLIGAYEN area of LIIGAYEN GULF, the 37th Divi-
sion- on the left amd east of the 40th Diﬁisién. (8}- Each
division was to have a landing beach of approximately 2000
yards.

Objective for S-Day (9 Januery) was to seize ground Tun-
ning generally east to west from DAGUPAN to crossings along
the CALANAY and /Q.0 RIVERS within the Corps zone. (9)

All\units were to push vigorously tb the south; the
40th Division to protect the right flank of Army and the
37th Division to maintain contact vith the I Corps, on the
left, thus accomplishing phase one.

The second phase of the Corps plan called for thé &7th
Division to push through the Central plain of LUZON to the
south and the 40th Division dovm the west coast of LUZON
and clear the CLAiRK FIZLD-3TOTSEIBURG area of all hostile
forces, (10} | |

The third phase of the Corps plan called for the 40th
. Division to clear and secure the rugged ZAVEELES LIOUNTATIS
to the west of the FORT STOTSEIBURG area, The 37th Division

was to seize the line !LLOLOS-SISUL SPRIIGS-CABA ATUAN and

(8) A4, p. 35
(9) 4A-6, p. 5
(10) "4, p. 59



be prepared to advance promptly to MATILA on order. {11)

(See Map A4)
TLEMY LOCATIONS AND STRENIGTHS

Enemy strength on the island of LUZON at‘the time of
the landiﬂé et LIOIGAYEL. GULF was estimated by various com-
mands as 150,000 minimum to a maximum of 225,000 Japans se
troops. | |

The disposition of enemy forces on LUZON was broken
down moré conclsely as indicated below: |

(1) Northem LUZ0N - 37,500 men, of which 23,000 were
combat troops.

(2) Central LUZON - 77,000 men, of which 47,000 were
combat troops.

(5) BATAIGAS area - 31,000 troops, of which 21,000
were combat troops.

(4) BICOL PENINSULA - 15;500 tfoops. (See lap B) (12)
THE 37TH INFATRY DIVISION SITUATION

During the night of 8-9 January the convoys carrjiﬁg
the XIV and I Corps entered the LIIGAYHMI GULF. The convoys
were supported by the Third and Seventh Fleets of the USV
Havy, and the Fourteenth and Twentieth Air Forces of the US
Army Air Corps. (13) ,

The 148th Infantry on.the right (west) of the division
zone with two battalions abreagt had the mission of advanc-

ing inlard to the left along the beach to DAGAPAN, Support

(11) 4-E, p. 25
(12} A-8, p, 15; A~4, v, 3
(13) 4-5, p. 22



by tanks, tank destroyers and artillery was available, and
support by naval gunfire ard air would be available on
call, (14)

Frogress was repid apd contact was made with the 40th
Division on the right immediately, but contact was not made
with I Corps (on the left) until S plus 2 (11 January).

The 129th Infantry advanced immediately southeast to
‘the village of DAGUPAN and crossed the DAGUPAN RIVER wheTe
a perimeter defense wes set up for the night of 9 Tanuary,
Using the LUPiS—BIEMALEY highway as an axis of advance,
the 148th Infantry advanced to the CALMAY RIVER on‘ S~Day.,
The 145th Infantry was in Corps reserve until 10 January,
busily engaged iﬁ thé unloading of L3T's and repairing the
LINGAYEN Airfield, 4ll bridges across both the DAGUPAN
and CALLIAY RIVERS within the division zone had been des-
troyed. Destruction of these bridges represented a small
portion of the some fifty-one highway bridges that were
destroyed by the retreating Japanese between LIL.GAYEN GULF
and MATILA.

The bridge situation severely hampered the division's
progress., although foot troops could usually wede across
the streams and rivers, heavy vehicle traffic was impossible
for as long as three days at a time. The Teason For this
being that the Bailey Bridges, although available for the
burpose, were scatbtered over several ships and arriving

blecemeal, making them very hard to find and ascemble,

(14) i-5, p. 224; A-6, p. 19



Shortly after the landing the division was faced with
many civilian problems which continued Bo exist throughout
the entire operation. OTteﬁ violent demonstrations would
breék out between vérioﬁs political and guerrilla factions.
Civilians begén to "flbqk" into medical instaliations for
food, shelter and much needed medical care. Having to take
care of this situation from the time of the lénding of the
division and throughout the entire campaign, medical person-
nel were subjected to severe stfain and medical services to
troops were seriously impeded, (15)

- The assault regiments spent the next three days (until
16 January) éstablishing and securing the army beachhead |
line. (16)

On 16 Januarylthe assault regiments started moving
south on Corps order to occupy the AGNO RIVER line and out-
post the CAUTLING-PATIAUI line. The advance thus far had
met very little enemy resistance. (See Map A)

From 16 January to 24 January the division moved gener-
glly south by bounds cleaning out small pockets of enemy
resistance along the way.

On 25 January the division received a Corpé warning
order to advance south, seize and secure the line, FORT
STOTSEN BURG-ANGELES-MAGALANG. (See Map C) |

It now appeared that the rapid advance of the XIV Corps
~was at an end ag the I Corps on the left had encountered

bitter enemy resistance; and therefore, an exposed flank of

{15) A-4, Appendix p, 1-3, 140-141; A-6, p. 315
(16) A~6, p. 21, 13, 287; A-5, p. 224-225



about fifty—thfee mileg existed on the east; The division
had advanced almost seventy miles and held a front of forty-
seven miles in the first seventeen days of the campaign.

At the same time the 40th Division on the right was
meeting stubborn resistance in the little town of RAMBAN
to the northeast of FCRT STOTSENBURG.

Rather than ooﬁtinue the advance to the south wvith the
37th Infentry Division and take a chance of a strong enemy
counteratback againsﬁ the 40th Division from the west, which
if succegsful woﬁld cut the main supply line, the corps com-
mander decided to leave one reinforced RCT of the 37th Divi-
sion to protect the left flank, and hurl the remainder of
his forces against the strong enemy positions in the CLARK
FIELD~-FORT STOTSENBURG area.

On 26 January the 37th Division launched an attack to
the west on the CLARK FIELD-3TOTSENBURG area in conjunction
with the 40th Division, with the 129th Infantry on the right
and the 145th Combat Team on the left. Other than sporadic
small arms fire movement was rapid. By moving west the 37th
Division soon drew abreast of the 40th Division on the right,
which had launbhed its attack the same day in the hills
northwest of CLARK FIELD in the vicinity of BAMBAN, f(§§g
Map )

Although the Japs defended every yard stubbornly, they
were unable to stop the attack. On 31 January the largest
airfield in the Philippines, CLARK FIELD, was in American




hands. The enemj, however, continued to resist bitterly
in his mountain defenses west of FORT STOTSENBURG.

The priméry mission of the XIV Corps being to advance
to the south and captui*e NMANILA, the corps commander issued
orders directing the attachment of bne regiment of the 37th
Division to the 40th Division to assist in the clearing of
the Japanese mountain defenses west of CLARK FIELD and FORT
STOTSENBURG as the security of the area hinged on driving
the enemy deeper into the western mountains, The 37th -Divi-
sion was to continue its advance to the south. (17)

On 27 January the lst Cdvalry Division ianded on the
beach at LINGAYEN GULF., Based on the fact that the I Corps
was well occupied to the north and east of the 3%th Division,
some fifty miles back, and that the enemy showed signs of
disorganization, the lst Cavalry Division was placed under
XTIV Corps control and ordered to move with all possible
speed south on-the 37th Division's left flank toward MANILA.

From the 27th of January to 31 January inclusive, the
37th Division units that had been engaged in the CLARK FIELD-
FORT STOTSEXBURG action were busy clearing out small pockets
of resistance to the west and securing thé area which they
had taken from the enemy.

On 1 February the 148th Infantry moved back into the
goutheast abreast the 145th Infantry to continue the advance
to the south along the original axis of attack (Highway 3)
and toward MANTLA. (18) This advance was impeded by the

(17) A-6, p. 23-35; A-5, p. 255, 268; A-8, p. 21, 27
(18} A-4, p. 82; A-6, p. 31-35
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necegsity of constructing bridges at every water course;
mainly the wide PAMPANGA RIVER at CALULIPIT. Although foot
troops, Jeeps and a minimum of supplies were transported
across the river by amphibious tractors, the bulk of the
division loads were stalemated until completion of a poﬁ-
toon bridge by the engineers. Here again, as many times
before, the engineers ran into supply difficulties as

gixty feet of the bridge decking material was missing. (19)

On 2 February the 129th Infantry which had been attached
to the 40th Infantry Division at FORT STOTSENBURG was re-
leased from attachment and immediately began its advance
south toward MANILA to join the divisioen.

Both the 145th and 148th Infantry continued southward
on Highways 3 and 51 on February 3 and 4. During this move-
ment and up until the division reached the north bank of the
PASIG RIVER on 7 February, the two regiments met continuous
enemy artillery barrages, small arms fire and definite strong
centers of resistance. Due to falling debris and difficult
stream crossings, the division was unable to reinforce the
infantry units with armor., (20)

" NARRATION
BATTLE QOF MANTLA

As elements of the 37th Division began to push to the
north banks of the PASIG RIVER on 7 February, they found
that the enemy's main defensive positions were organized

in that part of MANTLA lying south of the PASIG RIVER. (21)

(I9] £A-8, p. 37
(20) A-4, p. 86; A-7, p. 28; A-6, p. 35-42
(21} A-3, p. 37



(See Map D) The se positions were occupied by 18,000 enemy
troops, three-fourths of which were Navy personnel, uhder
the commend of a Japanese Admirsl.

As the units of the 37th Division and the 1lst Cavalry
moved in from the north, they found the major enemy defen-
sive positions facing the wrong way as the garrison comman-
der had anticipated that_American forces would invade by
way of southern LUZON. (22)

Even though it appeared that the division had the "drop"
on the enemy his forces fought stubbornly, and ruthlessly |
destroyed most of the ecity as well as all the key bridges
in the northern and southern sectors of thé city. Except
for certain bridges across the PASIG RIVER, which were blown
on or about 7V February, all other important ones were blown
prior to the entrance of American forces into the city. (23)

Although the enemy's resistance north of the PASIG RIVER
up to this date péralleled that of a delaying action, he had
converted the heart of the city, south of the PASIG RIVER,
inﬁo a fortress, Iach ?uil ding became a strong point. All
streets were heavily mined, barricaded and covered by planned
fires of anti-tank and automatic weapons located in pillboxes
at key street intersections. (24)

On the morning of 7 February the 37th Division had re-
duced all organized resistance north of the PASIG RIVER.
‘This day. wes one of many confused situations. Pirst of all,

just as the second phase of the battle of the PASIG RIVER

(22) A-8, p. o7 ’
(83) A-3, p. 37; A-9, p. 15; A-11, p. 7
(2¢) A-11, p. 3-8
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line was to start, the boundaries of the 37th Diviéion were
shiftedigggzhe line RIZAL AVENUE—Q&EZON BRIDGE all inclusive -
~on orders from XIV Corps. In spite of past successes against
the enemy so far, as in other engageménts since the entrances
into north MANILA, it was found impossible to force the enemy
to withdraw, Rapid advances by division troops had resulted
in bypassing and isqlating enemy strong points and garrisons,
particularly in the TONDO distriet. This ereated a menace
to the main supply route which resulted in having to send
large forces back to this vicinity to destroy bypassed enemy
groups. While mopping up went on and units began to close
in on the PASIG RIVER line, the first crossing of the PASIG
RIVER was initiated on this date in the viéinity of the
Presidential Palace, in compliance with the Corps Comman-
der's order. (25) |

Upon arrival of amphibious tractors and assault boafs,
elements of the 148th Infantry under the direction of the
division commanaer made an amphibious crossing of the river
just east of the palace. The regiment began its cross ing
at 1515 hours under the covering fire of artillery includ-
ing an ineffective smoke screen. By 1600, elements of the
regiment had advanced approximately 1560 yards from the
opposite bank., The first wave received little if'any oOppo~
gition, but succeeding waves received intense mortar, artil-

lery and machine gun fire throughout the remainder of the

day and night. Despite this, the regiment continued to

(285) A-5, p. 261; 4-8, p. 28; A~3, D. 37
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The 1st Baﬁtalion, 145th Infantry, was directed to
cross the PASIG RIVER in division reserve. The 2nd Bate
talion which had been relieved of the mission of securing
the north bank of the PASIG RIVER by a special security
force advanced to the northeast to eliminate the gather-
ing resistarce in the TONDO area. This growing enemy re-
sistance was threatening tﬁé entire XIV Corps supply line,
The operation soon developed into fierce house to house and
street to street fighting. The 3d Battalion was busily en-
gaged in the Polo area blocking the enemy's route of esoépe
and denying him access to areas adjoining the Corps supply
line. (29)

The 129th Infantry less one battalion crossed the PASIG
RIVER and advanced to the soubhwest with its right flank
hinged on the PASIG RIVER and left flank abreast the 148%th
Infantry. " |

411 crossings of elements of the diviéion, including
the division reserve, were compieted by 081655 February.
Ground opposition throughout the day was only spasmodic, but
shelling by morﬁar, artillery and rockets was extremely in-
tense., (30)

On ¢ February elements of the division had crossed to
the south baunk of the PASIG RIVER, were well on the way in
an enveloping movement to gpcircle tle strong enemy posi-
tion within INTRALIUROS, and_make contact with the 1lst Cavalry

Division, which was making a wide envelopment to the south

\29) A-4, p, 91; A-6, p. 47; A-5, p. 366
(30) A-5, p. 272; A-6, p. 48-49; A-10, p. 98
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east and the 11th Airborne Division which was attacking
from the south,

On the morning of 9 February the 148th Iﬁfantry, sup-
ported by artillery, 4.2 inch mortar f%re and three light
tanks, continued the attackrfo the southwest where it met
bitter registance in the vieinity of PACO Railroad Station
and PACO Church. Enemy'resistance managed to 1imit the regi-
ment's advance to 300 yards for the entire day.

The 34 Battalion, 145th Infantry, continued to hold
'against small enemy atbtacks in the Polo arsa, This was
considered a most important mission as it not only denied
the enemy his main route of escape, but also denied him
access to a position from which he could attack the Corps
main supply moute. The 2nd Battalion engaged in fierce
fighting and encountering well established pillboxes and
emplacements, managed to clear the TONDO asrea and continue
the atbtack further to the north in order to secure the TONDO
area, The use of rocket 1éunchers, pole charges and direct
fire anti-tenk weapons contributed to this success. The
1st Battalion remained in di%ision Te serve south of the
RASIG RIVER. ({31)

The lst and 2nd Battalions of the 129th Infantry spent
the entire morning of 9 February seeking a time and place
to launch an attack on the Provisor Island which was only
twenty-five yards from the south ban; of the PASIG RIVER.

Capture of this island wes very important as the largest

(31) A-6, p. 49
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single unit of electrical supply of the MANILA ELECTRIC
COMPALY occupied the major pbrtion of the island, An at-
tack on this strong point with any sizeable force would

be suicide, Elements of G Company launched an attack with-
eighteen men in two small boats; One boat made shore suc-
cessfully but only a few scattered men of thé seeond boat
were sudcessful, as it was hit by enemy 20mm and machine
gun fire. At the time this foothold was made it was con-

sidered hopeless, The remaining men managed to.hold out

throughout the day. That night an attack was launched sup
ported by heavy mortar and artillery concentrations. This
éttack plus succeeding attacks over a period of three days
finally proved successful. Throughout the operation the
2nd Battalion had forty-five men killed and ninety-six men
wounded in action. (32) (See Map D)

In sﬁmmary I think that it can be gaid that the divi-
sionlhad accomplished its mission thus far by crossing the
PASTG RIVER and seizing a major portion of the heart of
MANILA south of the PASIG RI#ER in preparation for the
launching of the attack against the "WALLED CITY" {INTRA-
MUROS). Capture of this last enemy stronghold would def-
initely mean the end of the Battla.of MANILA,

To date the division had accounted for approximaﬁely
13000 enemy killed and 459 enemy prisoners;

(32) A-10, p. 98-103; A-G, p. 49
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. ENGINEER BRIDGING MATER IALS

From LINGAYEN GULF to MANILA the division's advance

Maa———as.

was impeded by bridging difficulties over the various

streams and rivers, as the enemy had destroyed fifty-one

jf%ridges behind them as they withdrew south to MANILA.

It wasn't that the division did not bring sufficient
Bailey bridging units to meet its needs, but planning for
the loading of the equipment was faulty. The material was
distributed among many ships. Once the equipment was as-
sembled there were no construction difficulties, The prin-
cipal difficulty was trying to find the equipment and assem-
ble in units. The reason for this being that the material
was unloaded over many sectors of the beach,
Ze CALCULATED RISKS

In compliance with provisions of a Sixth Army rield
order to advance to the south and to seize and secure the
CLARK FIELD-FORT STOTSENBURG area, the Corps Commander of
XIV Corps had to take one of two courses of action to ac-
complish the mission: |

(1) OContain the enemy on its right with the 40th Divi-
sion and continue the advance on MANILA with the 37th Divi-
sion, or

(2) Leave a portion of his command such as ome rein-
forced RCT to hold a frontége of forty-seven miles and to

" protect an open Tlank on the left of fifty-three miles and

i8



to attack the CLARK FIELD-FORT STOTSENBURG area with the
bulk of his forces.

Let us consider some of the existing factors that the
Corps Commander considered in making his decision. First,
it was quite.apparent by now that the enemy occupied the
CLARK FIELD-FORT STOTSENBURG area in such numbers as to be
able to retard the Corps advance to MANILA by launching a
strong counterattack against the 40th Division, which, if
successful might result in the cutting of  the main suﬁply
route of the rémainder of the Corps. Secdndly, it was also
knowﬁ that the enemy had strong enough forces to the east
to attack the flank of the division line (which was to be
held by the reiﬁforced RCT) in such force that if sucecessful,
would not only cut the main supply route, but would also
delay the Corps considerably in accomplishing its final
objective, the capture of the city of MAIILA.

| The Corps Commarder decided to‘run the risk of a
possible enemy attack on the left flank of the Corps and
attack the enemy to the west in the CLARK FIELD-FORT STOT-
SENBURG erea with the bulk of his forces. This decision
is considered one of wisdom although it does not adhere ﬁo

the teachings of military manuals.

3 INTELL IGENCE

Throughout the division campaign from LINGAYEN GULF to

S

MANILA, intelligence operations were greatly sffected by the
ﬁ_._,.ﬁ .

great volumes of civilian and guerrilla information which

19



was in most cases inaccurate or exaggerated. The Combat

Intelligence Section of G-2 Was.inadequate to handle this
ituation. It became necessary to set up additional in-

terrogating teams with inexperienced personnel, which proved

most unsatisfactory. These teams were not well grounded in

the basic prinéiples of Combat Intelligence. " As a resulf

much time was wasted in lengthy interviews with both civi-

lians and guerrillas. In many cases thesé interviews

proved to be of no valus to the division G-2 in securing

the much needed enemy information,

Experience thfoughout the entire operation from LINGAYEN

GULF to the outskirts of MANILA has proved that iﬂ an opera-
——

.tion of this nature either the existing Table of Organization

of a G-2 Section should be expanded or specially trained

interrogation teams should be attached to supplement the

present organization of the division G-2 Section.
4, SURPRISE |

. - The rapid advance of the division from LINGAYEN GULF
to MANILA can partially be credited to surprise on.the part

i/

of American forees in their landing and direction of attack
on the island of LUZON.

At the time of the American landing approximately 36,000
enemy troops were within striking distance of the beachhead,

1.

Thether swrprised or not the enemy forces were in a complete

Nl i i s

state of confusion trying to regroup and reorganize. 4s a
result our forces encountered only local and piecemeal at-

tacks by small enemy groups. Another major indication of

20



‘surprise was evident in the manner in which the enemy set
j'up his defense of MAVILA. Vhen the division entered MANILA
E/, é from the north the Japanese Commander in MANILA was com-
{h// ' pletely surprised, Indications of this were that all of
// his major defensive positions were facing to the south as
he thought that the American forces would invade the island

from that direction.

e —

2. MEDICAL SERVICES TO CIVILIANS
When tle division landed at LTGAYEN GULF the medical

personnel were subjected to severe strain and medical serv-
ices to troops were seriously impedéd by eiviliang who

@hs "flocked" in to the medicel installations for food, shelter
- end much needed medical care; The few remaining hospitals
and medical supplies in the hands of the civilians prior to
the return of the American forces were either destroyed by
severe bémbing and shelling throughout the campaign or taken
by the enemy as he withdrew to the south.

Many types of diseaseg Were,encounteréd among the civi-

~ lian populace from LINGAYEN GULF to MAVILA., The most popu-

lar were malnutrition, malaria, dysentery and venereal dis-
eases, Msdical service although inadequate had to be provid-
ed from division medical persomnel throughout the entire
operatiqn.

6. IHEMY TACTICS - “ITEDRAVAL

Throughout the entire campaign agalnst the Japanese,
. mainly in cities or built-up arsas, it was found impossible

: Hf to Tforce him to vithdraw. Using orthodox methods of attack
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/to cope vith the enemy's methods of defense resulted in
{the brpassing of stroang eremy points and enplscements. TFor
*é%ﬁmple in the TOHNLDC sector of ILNILA, it was:necessary to
send a strons force back in ordér to degtroy the eneny

pockets of xresistance that were hypassed in the initisl

stages of the atback, as they were threatening the main
supnly route of the Corps. In most instances this type of
operatiorn proved to be most difficult.

7. CIVILI&G: POPULATICN

21l along the route of advance, from the LINGAYEN GULE_

to MalILi, civilian problems of all types began to arise.

PR

The min problems that confronted the division were demon—

strations, evacuation from cambtet arees and numerous relief

problems. “uite often violent demonstrations would break
out in small barrios -aid towns between the various political
and guerrilla factiorns, This condition in most cases necegs-

sitated the use of combat troops to break up and control

L\EUCh activities.
Froblems of relief, housing and evacuabtion of personnel
from combat sectors were much greater than anticipated.
Shortly after the arrival of the division and other elements‘
of the Corps in MANILA, they were confronted with over 350,000
needy civilians wiio had to be placed on direct relief.
IAESS0NS - |
1. In planning an amphibious operation it is believed

betler practice to make plens to carry materials for a com-

" TR I e d T L TR A e [ B T

plete bridge on one ship, rather than scatter parts on

several ships.



we Llthough military maruals do not teach us to run
the risk of leaving one reinforced RCT to hold a frontage

of forty-seven miles, commanders :re forced to take such

AR LIS 2 g b e P e

rlsks in order to uccompllsh their mission.

A R i i < v TS

5. £11 intelligence personnel, whether replacements

it CEETE e

or supplenentary, must be well grounded in the basic princi-

Sm—

ples of Combat Intelllgence.
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4, Tactlcal surprise, once achleved must be exploited

LI T e SO T A g e s e -

1mmed13tsly before the enemy can react accordlngly.

 e—
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5. In_planning for an operation of this type, adecuate

B L ERt AR T e ——

'nrov151ons should be made for addltlonal medlcal supplles

and personnel to care for 01v111an.31ck and wounded.

— . e e
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6. In flrhtlng an enemy who refuses to withdraw, it

1s essential to have an ddequate force available to destroy
R K T e e ) e

bypassed CNEmy STouns,

‘ ¢ o pI

7. In an enemy occupied area all types of civilian

P T

—

problems must be unt101pated in order not to hamper the

s o K] e e e A T R T R o e eyt s e

efforts of combat elements of the command,
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